
The East Fishkill Historical Society is committed to 
safeguarding the cultural heritage of the Hudson 
Valley, particularly East Fishkill, through the 
restoration, preservation and interpretation of its Dutch 
colonial farmhouse, one room schoolhouse, blacksmith 
shop and other historic buildings. Through education, 
the Society hopes to develop and foster an 
understanding of East Fishkill's history, while 
encouraging the community to appreciate and care for 
East Fishkill's past, present and future. 

Our activities include: 
Annual Strawberry Festival 
Children's Tea 
Maple Sugaring demonstrations 
Historical Reenactments and encampments 
Author visits 
Farm Equiptnent Demonstrations 
Christmas Open House 
Guided Tours of the Farmhouse 
Blacksmith Demonstrations 
Local history library 
Quarterly Newsletter 
Summer Lawn Party 
Winter Lecture series in conjunction with the East 
Fishkill Library. 

Check our face book page for the most 
up to date information about our 

events! 
Brinckerhoff-House-Historic-Site 
Home-of-East-Fishkill-Historical

Society 
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68 Kensington Drive 
PO Box 245 . 

Hopewell jet NY 12533 
845-227-4136 



SUPPORT OUR 

MISSION! 

BECOME A MEMBER 

OF TI-IE SOCIETY 
Please join the East Fishkill Historical today. 

Single member $20 

Family membership $25 

Contributing member $40-$99 

Patron $1 00 & over 

I would be willing to assist in the 
operation of the society. P lease contact me to see 
how the society might best be able to use my time 
and talents. 

Name --------------------------------

Phone ______________________________ _ 

Address _________________ _ 

E-mail ______________________________ _ 

I would prefer to have newsletters emailed 

Circa 1870 Ice House 
This circa 1870 ice house originally built on the Rapalye 
property on Rte. 376 across from East Fishkill town hall, was 
moved to this site in 2013 after the Rapalye farmhouse was lost 
to a fire. In the days before refrigeration, keeping perishables 
cold in the summer was a difficult task. The solution for the 
earliest settlers was to cut blocks of ice from frozen ponds and 
lakes and store them either underground or in "ice houses" such 
as ours at the Brinckerhoff House Historic Site. 
The blocks were packed tight between sawdust or hay to keep 
the blocks from sticking together. The building contains several 
displays of photos and tools from the time when ice was 
harvested, delivered and stored. The three levels of doors 
allowed for the ice to be stacked high from the bottom up and 
removed from the top as needed in the spring and summer. 

Circa 1826 Schoolhouse 
This circa 1826 one room schoolhouse District #9 was 
originally located at the intersection of Beekman Road and the 
Taconic Parkway in Upper Hopewell. It was one of eleven 
schoolhouses that provided education to the children of East 
Fishkill. Eight grades were taught by one teacher. The 
schoolhouse was used up until1956 at that location. The frame 
is post and beam construction and has a "king post" structure 
for supporting the ceiling. In 2003 the schoolhouse was 
completely dismantled, moved and rebuilt at its present site. In 
2018, a duplicate of the original bell tower was added, and a 
bell originally located at the Fishkill Plains Union Church was 
installed. 
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