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UPCOMING EVENTS: visit eastfishkillhistoricalsociety.org for more details

Saturday March 8th: Maple Sugaring on the Farm. Noon till 3pm

Our Site-Director Rick Soedler will be tapping our maple trees mid-February to make maple
syrup. Feel free to stop by this day to learn how this late winter activity was first taught to us
by our early indigenous neighbors. (Brinckerhoff House Historic Site)

Saturday, April 5th: 65th Anniversary Spring Fundraiser w/special guest
Dr. Benjamin Franklin of Philadelphia. gpm-7pm. Join us at the Barn at
Hopeland as we celebrate 65 years since the founding of our town historical society.

(Details on back)

Saturday, May 3rd, 10am-4pm & Sunday, May 4th, 1i1tam-4pm:
4th annual East Fishkill Civil War Weekend. (Brinckerhoff House Historic Site)

Sunday, June 1st, EFHS Annual Strawberry Festival: ipm-4pm. (BHHS)
Sundays, June through September: Farmhouse Tours, ipm-4pm. (BHHS)

July: Celebrating Rev War 250: Film Project on the Rombout Precinct
Committee of Safety 1775. (Collaboration with Wappingers Historical Society)
(Events will take place at the Brinckerhoff House Historic Site unless noted otherwise)

How to stay in touch...

Please visit our website at eastfishkillhistoricalsociety.org. You can keep up with and
register for events, sign up and pay for membership, watch videos of past events, and
much more. You can also visit us on Facebook at Brinckerhoff House Historic
Site/Home of East Fishkill Historical Society, and Instagram at

brinckerhoff house 1750.

PLEASE RENEW FOR 2025!

Please join the society now or renew for the 2025 membership year.
__Student member $10 ___Single member $20 ___ Family member $25

__Contributing member $35-$99___Patron $100 & over

I would be willing to assist in the operation of the society.
Please contact me to see how the society might best be able to use my time and talents.

Name

Address

Phone

E-mail I would prefer to have newsletter mailed




From the Farmhouse by Site Director, Rick Soedler

Hello, friends! Happy New Year? We hope you are all doing well. First, I want to apologize to those who
did not receive our Fall/Winter 2024 newsletter. The newsletter went out via email but somehow never
made it out by regular mail. If you have access to our website, you will find many past issues of our
newsletter including Fall/Winter 2024. In the future, if you would like us to email our newsletter to you,
Jjust email me at rick(@eastfishkillhistoricalsociety.org.

2024 was a very busy year that concluded with our annual Christmas Open House and Annual Holiday
Tea. These two events were great successes this past December. Many new people and familiar faces
stopped by to help us kick off the holiday season. Our holiday tea that helps us present a scholarship
each year to a History Honor Society student from John Jay High School was sold out.

As we roll into 2025, we are looking forward to kicking off our Rev War 250 celebrations, as well as
presenting our annual favorites. Please mark your calendars as we will be celebrating the founding of
the East Fishkill Historical Society with a 65th anniversary Spring fundraiser on Saturday, April 5th at
the home of Patrick & Christine Manning. The Mannings have graciously offered their event space, The
Barn at Hopeland, for our fundraising event. In addition to drinks, dinner, and a silent auction, we will
feature a presentation by our special guest, Dr. Benjamin Franklin of Philadelphia. Dr. Franklin will
discuss his time in Paris negotiating to convince the French to aid our cause during the American
Revolution. You will find detailed information and how to purchase tickets below.

The East Fishkill Historical Society along with our history colleagues from Beacon, Fishkill, Lagrange,
and the town of Wappinger as members of the Dutchess County Rev War 250 Rombout precinct
committee will be collaborating on several programs that will focus on actual events that occurred here
in what was known as the Rombout Precinct during the American Revolution. The towns of East
Fishkill, Fishkill, Lagrange, Wappinger and the City of Beacon were all part of the Rombout Precinct
which after the war became the Town of Fishkill in 1788. Over the next 125 years each of these
municipalities split from the Town of Fishkill. Lagrange, 1821, East Fishkill, 1849, Wappinger, 1875,
and the City of Beacon, 1913.

We are greatly looking forward to the offerings that we will be presenting this year and what we will be
planning for the next 7 years as we celebrate the founding of the United States.

Please consider becoming actively involved with the East Fishkill Historical Society. With the recent
loss of several key people we welcome any and all help with big or small projects. We need help with
running and presenting events, assisting with our school field trips, gardening, managing our
collections, operating our general store, and other site work. Please share this with any high school
students that you know who are looking to fulfill their community service hours prior to graduation.
Please contact rick@eastfishkillhistoricalsociety.org if you are interested. Thank you.

Celebrating 65 years, the East Fishkill Historical Society, by Rick Soedler

In March of 1960, Mrs. Charlotte Cunningham-Finkel convened a meeting of a group of citizens
interested in local history. At a second meeting in April, the group decided to form an
association to be known as the East Fishkill Historical Society. The first formal meeting took
place on May 11th 1960 at the East Fishkill Town Hall.

On Saturday April 5th 2025 we will be celebrating our 65th anniversary with a Spring
fundraiser at the Barn at Hopeland, 641 Hortontown Road, Hopewell Jct, NY. Patrick and
Christine Manning have graciously offered their event space to us for this milestone celebration.
In addition to dinner, drinks, and an array of silent auction items, our special guest for the
evening will be Dr. Benjamin Franklin of Philadelphia. Dr. Franklin will regale us with tales of
his 9 years living in Paris, France during the American Revolution as he convinced the French
monarchy to support our fight for independence from Great Britain.

Dinner will be provided by Tomas’s BBQ Crew. Dinner, dessert, wine, beer, and soft drinks all
included.

To purchase tickets please visit eastfishkillhistoricalsociety.org
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