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Late Summer/Fall 2024

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sundays until September 29th: Guided House Tours, ipm-4pm
(Brinckerhoff House Historic Site. 68 N. Kensington Drive, Hopewell Junction)

Saturday, September 21st, 10am-4pm & Sunday, September 22nd,

11am-4gpm: 6th Annual Rombout Colonial Days Weekend and
Encampment Blacksmithing, Woodworking, Cooking, Balladeer Linda Russell, Dr.
Benjamin Franklin, The 2nd New York Provencials, 23rd of Foot Royal Fusiliers, and more.
(Brinckerhoff House Historic Site. 68 N. Kensington Drive, Hopewell Junction)

Sunday, December 8th, ipm-4pm: EFHS Annual Christimas Open House.
Come visit our festively decorated farmhouse and enjoy holiday music, mulled cider, eggnog,
cookies, hors devours, and other treats as we kick off the holiday season with our neighbors.
(Brinckerhoff House Historic Site, 68 N. Kensington Drive, Hopewell Junction)

Saturday, December 14th, Noon, 2pm & 4pm: EFHS Annual Holiday Tea.
There will be 3 seatings for our popular holiday tea. Enjoy a fine selection of teas, finger
sandwiches and desserts served on fine holiday china at one of our beautifully decorated tables.
Seating is limited. $20 per adult, $10 per child under 13. Reservations can be made by calling
Jan Bushey @ 845-242-5794 All proceeds benefit the David M. Bushey Scholarship.
(Brinckerhoff House Historic Site, 68 N. Kensington Drive, Hopewell Junction)

* Save the Date: Spring Fundraiser, Saturday, April 5th, 2025.*
More info to come.

8 Ways to Help the East Fishkill Historical Society by Eli Cohen

1. Membership — renew or join and continue to support EFHS.

2. Volunteer — we can use your talents: we have needs in gardening; editing our quarterly
newsletter; participate and support our events; dress up and party like it's 1799; help out
in our gift shop; become a docent - just to mention a few areas.

3. Donate — even a small amount can offset some of our costs.

4. Does your company have a matching gift program? You can double your donation.

5. Are you an IBM retiree, spouse, currently active: IBM will donate $10 for every hour you
volunteer at EFHS to a maximum of $500. Go to https://ibm.benevity.org/user/login and
register.

6. Do you have a Donor Advised Fund (DAF)? Consider adding EFHS as one of your
selected not-for-profit organizations.

7. Do you have a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)? Consider making a donation to
EFHS.

8. Are you exploring ways to reduce your taxes on your annual Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD)? Look into opening a QCD and don’t forget EFHS. Thank you!

How to stay in touch...

Please visit our website at s, You can keep up with and
register for events, sign up and pay for membfnhrp, watch videos of past events, and
much more. You can also visit us on Facebook at Brinckerhoff House Historic
Site/Home of East Fishkill Historical Society, and Instagram at
brinckerhoff_house_I750.




From the Farmhouse by Site Director, Rick Soedler

Hello, friends! We hope you are all doing well and that you have been enjoying your summer. Time has
been slipping away here at the Brinckerhoff Farmhouse and we are looking forward to the crisp cool
days and nights of Autumn. This past Spring our annual Civil War Weekend brought in close to 200
visitors during the last weekend in April. In May and June, we hosted 8 field trips with close to 300 local
school children over a 3 week period, including a first time group from the Ostrander Elementary
School, Wallkill, New York. These field trips are vital to our mission regarding education. They cannot
happen without our regular dedicated volunteers, and our student volunteers from the History Honor
Society at John Jay High School, East Fishkill. If you enjoy working with children and have some spare
time, please consider being a part of our team. Our annual Strawberry Festival in June was a success
once again, as we welcomed close to 300 visitors.

We began our Sunday Summer house tours on June 2nd, and they will run through Sunday September
29th. If you have never been by for a visit, this is a great opportunity to step back in time and enjoy a
guided tour by one of our knowledgeable volunteers.

In addition to the continuous maintenance projects and upkeep that is required here at the Brinckerhoff
House Historic Site, every so often we are the lucky recipients of a local boy scout looking for a project
to earn their Eagle badge. Local scout Chandler Taylor of troop #41 Beacon, N.Y. has installed a brick
path from our driveway to the front porch of our schoolhouse. Along with the removable ADA ramp we
purchased last year as part of a grant from Dutchess County, we will now have a safe way for those with
mobility issues to access our one room schoolhouse. We also thank John and Tim Paraskeva of
Stormville for all of their help getting the area ready for the project.

The weekend of September 21st and 22nd we will present our 6th Annual Rombout Colonial Days
Weekend & Encampment. Come spend the afternoon with a continental soldier or strike up a
conversation with Dr. Benjamin Franklin who will be visiting from the fine city of Philadelphia.

We will end the year with our annual Christmas Open House on Sunday December 8th, and our popular
Holiday Tea on Saturday, December 14th. As always we thank you for your continued support and we
hope to see you around the farm.

Please consider becoming actively involved with the East Fishkill Historical Society. With the
recent loss of several key people we welcome any and all to help with big or small projects. We
need help with running and presenting events, assisting with our school field trips, gardening,
managing our collections, operating our general store, and other site work. Please share this with
any high school students that you know who are looking to fulfill their community service hours
prior to graduation. Please contact rick@eastfishkillhistoricalsociety.org if you are interested.
Thank you.

250 Years Since Fighting for Liberty & Independence, by Rick Soedler

During the next two years we will be celebrating 250 years since the start of the American Revolution,
and the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Even though our area saw no major battles, the men
and women of the Rombout Precinct (Fishkill) and Dutchess County as a whole played an important role
in the fight for independence. Local Committees of Safety sought out those who remained loyal to the
crown and volunteer militia units stood at the ready for surprise attacks from the British regulars and
their allies stationed in occupied New York City. This area was a major crossroads connecting New
England to the rest of the colonies. The supply depot at Fishkill was the major hub for Washington’s
Northern army. An influx of civilians and military refugees flooded into the Fishkill area from New
York City and Westchester to escape the British military presence south of Dutchess County. While a
member of the Committee for Detecting Conspiracies and the New York Provincial Congress, future
Chief Justice John Jay relocated his family from their home in Rye, New York, to the home of Dr.
Theodorus Van Wyck in Wiccopee. They rented that house from October 1776 until the fall of 1781,
then moved to Poughkeepsie after experiencing a robbery in Wiccopee. It is speculated that while living
in Fishkill, John Jay established the country's first organized spy ring when he recruited local cobbler
Enoch Crosby to pose as a pro-British loyalist to gather information for the Patriot cause. The
importance of the Hudson Valley during the American Revolution can not be overlooked. Keep an eye
out for special events that will be presented in our area and throughout Dutchess County by our local
museums and historical societies during the coming years.
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